
Hebephilia
is the strong, persistent sexual interest 

by adults in pubescent children who are 
in early adolescence, typically ages 

11–14 and showing Tanner stages 2 to 
3 of physical development.

Ephebophilia
is the primary sexual interest in mid-to-late 

adolescents, generally ages 15 to 19. 

The term was originally used in the late 
19th to mid-20th century... Ephebophilia 

strictly denotes the preference for mid-to-late 
adolescent sexual partners, not the mere 

presence of some level of sexual 
attraction. 

Pedophilia
involves adults showing a sexual 

preference for prepubescent children. 
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